
14arch x2, 1955 

Dean C. A. Rlvehjsm 
Graduate School 
University of iJisconsi13 

Dear Dr. Elvehjein: 

You may reaall our informal discussion a few weeks ago on the possibility 
of "germ-free animal" research at Wisconsin, You suggested that I make up 
a btief summary of my suggestion or inquiry that might be circulated to 
gauge the depth of local interest. 

I at?l happybto submit such a statement and questfonnaire~ I do not know 
if the right quost5ons are asked, or whethfz they are most felic3.tously 
phrased. At any ra%n ,, I hope you will make whatever use of it that you might 
find advisable. I had suggested $hat it be circulated from the graduate 
school rather than from myself; I would 1eavG it LG your judgment how it 
skxiLd Se revised znd referred to. 

%IC; "Gen;Pfree M.mal" iisssiirch Center at tk 
University of Wisconsin 



l !GEFM-FREE AGIMAL" RE3EAR-X CERPER AT TIiE ?DXVERSITY OLP WISCOPJSI1J 

As is well known, bfologista have become iacreasingly aware of the role 
of microorganisms associated with animals eEd *man, not an.ly in disease pro- 
cesses but also in normal development and function. :kst antial experimen- 
tation relies upon the assumed approxS.mate uni'ftity of associated microbes 
from one anirnal to another, but this factor is not always readily discounted. 

In principle, the most direct approach to ruling out or to studying these 
effects would be the establishment of "pure cultures" of antima species as the 
starting point for more exact synthetic complexes, by analog with the micro- 
biologists* basfc procedures. In fact, Reyniers and &is aesociatee at Notre 
Dsme have established a laboratory for "germ free animal@ research that at 
least points to the possibiliQ of maintaining such cultures. 

Regrettably, the Notre Dame group has not been able 
make substantial propeso 

to 
beyond this technical accomplishment, possibly owing to a lack of broad interest 
and consultative support at that locale.Xf this kind of research were to be exten- 
ded, ft has been suggested that scaresly any other campus oould outdo Wisconsin 
in the breadth and $uality of connected interests to give dlrection to, and m&e 
the most effective use of such a reseamh center. It has been suggested further 
s;i,:i;; 2s' .&yjs &iZo Jnterest were coherently expressed and a definite collaborative 
pro&~am PrtiSE,iktr from &he University, there would probably be little difficx.2t.y 
in obtaining tne needed financial support. 

It woul-3 be difficult to enumerate all of the fields of application; amcmg 

the more oY)vlm.i,: ~.fouX be bi_ochemistry (principally nutrition); physiology3 
Infei:tioua (anti conati.tutional?) diseases5 bacteriology and parasitology; antial 
and microbial genetics; pharmaeolo~, chemotherapy, pathology, radiobiology. 

This letter is therefore? intended to sample the interzt;st in such a program 
that m%ght actually be expressed by research workers here. Your comment is cor- 
dially solicited on any aspect of such a program, or to arq of the following 
questionsr 

Should a research center based on the '$ure culture" of an~msls be estabB.sh.ed 
0.t W isconsin? (What should this field or technique be called?) Kow extensive a 
progrnr1? which species? 

I?ov rrhwid tfiti center be organized? Can ;tou suggest a qua'sifjed person (here or 
eLsewhere) who could take pr&mary responsibiU.ty for the 5ntramural. mafnteannce a-i<2 
l*esc~& b6 wei1 a6 felt liaision? 

What attraction would such a center have for your rasearch program? Immediately? 
When? What sort of studies would you envisage, and what would be your particular 
needs? 

You are invited to discuss this matter tith any of your interested colleagues 
and to solicit their comments as well. 


